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Assisting Personnel
Sgt. McCoy — Supervisor
Det. Cobb — Case Agent

Assignment
On February 23, 2015 at 2200 hrs, | was contacted by Det. Cobb and asked to respond to the

area of Park & Pleasant in the city and county of R|\,,/kersrde reference an officer-involved
shooting investigation. | agreed to respond and arrived at-the location at.around.2300 hrs.

| was present for a briefing of the incident provide by Sgt. Perkins‘and Ofc. Romero. Once the
briefing was finished, | took part in a walk-through of two crime scenes in the surrounding
neighborhood. The first walk-through was. at 2865 Prospect Ave where RPD officers had been
confronted by the suspect, S/Steven Lewis, and Where S/Lewis had pomted a shotgun at them
resulting in an officer involved shooting. Next, we walked through 2786 Pleasant St. where
S/Lewis had run to after the shootrng and commltted swcrde in‘a back room of this residence.

After the walk-throughs were" dOne Det..Cobb and I went to CIB where we conducted interviews
with the three RPD officers who had. been involved:in this incident. Ofc. Weddle & Ofc. Macias
had been riding together and were the officers ‘who fired their weapons at S/Lewis. Ofc.
Romero had responded to the, scene momerits: after the officer involved shooting and was shot
at by S/ LeW|s He was not present for the confrontatlon between Ofc. Weddle, Ofc. Macias and
S/lLewis. -

| was present for~,a;l:t"~three officer interviews. See Det. Cobb’s report for the details of the
inter’VieWs with both Ofc. Weddle and Ofc. Macias.

kO"fc. Romeros interview,,Was' audio recorded. What follows is a synopsis of that interview.

Interwew ‘

Ofc. Romero #1 720
”Ofc. Romero was assigned as a single officer on February 23" in the eastern portion of the city.

His designyfatOr was “C220". He was driving marked RPD unit #3507, which is a Ford Explorer.
Ofc. Romero was dressed in a dark blue RPD police uniform and was wearing his duty belt,
weapon and a black baseball cap with the word “Police” in gold writing on the front. Inside his

_police unit he had a police rifle.

| Ofc. Romero was not originally dispatched to the call that officers Weddle and Macias had been

dispatched to but, due to the circumstances of the call, Ofc. Romero decided to begin driving to
the call in case they need additional officers. The call was some type of disturbance incident.

As Ofc. Romero arrived in the area of Grove and Pleasant, not far from the actual location of the
call, Ofc. Romero heard Ofc. Weddle broadcast over the radio that there had been shots fired at
their location. Hearing this, Ofc. Romero continued to the Prospect address where officers
Weddle and Macias had been.
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Ofc. Romero saw a marked police unit at the Prospect address and decided to go past the
address and then north down Park to Pleasant so he could help with containment. He did this
because he heard an update broadcast that the suspect was heading north through some of the
yards in the area. As he was pulling up to the alley that runs east/west between Prospect and'
Pleasant, Ofc. Romero heard a loud “bang” coming from east of his position.  He felt the bang
might have been a round fired from a shotgun. Ofc. Romero decrded to turn mto the alley to see
who fired the round. +% &g :

As he started into the alley, Ofc. Romero looked east into the alley and saw a subject armed
with a shotgun climbing over a fence on the south side of the alley Once the subject was over
the fence, the subject pointed the shotgun at.Ofc. Romero s vehicle and fired a single round.
Ofc. Romero saw the muzzle flash from the sUibject’s gun as he fired. |t in his direction. When
the subject fired, Ofc. Romero was still seated in his unit behind the steering wheel. Ofc.
Romero exited his unit and took cover behind the engme block to avoid being struck. As he was
taking cover, Ofc. Romero grabbed his pollce nfle from h|s unlt

While in cover, Ofc. Romero Iooked toward, the subject and watched him jump over a fence into
a yard to the north of the alley Ofc, Romero left the cover of his unit and ran to a tree on Park
to see if the subject came out on to Pleasant. As he stood behind the tree, he heard the sound
of someone “racklng" {cycling).a:shotgun. Ofc Romero moved to a second palm tree to get a
better look down, Pleasant and he saw the: same subject who had fired at him, running northeast
down Pleasant moving in between the parked cars along the street. The subject was about 40
yards ahead ‘of Ofc.: Romero Ofc. Romero lost sight of the subject as the subject changed
dlrectlon and ran southeast down Pleasant out of view. He last saw the subject near the second
house on the south side of Pleasant just east of Grove. Once he lost visual of the subject and

_the radio trafﬁc cleared up.a bit, Ofc. Romero was able to broadcast his location, what had
happened to hlm and the subjects last direction of travel.

Ofc. Romero descrlbed the subject who fired at him as a Hispanic male with dark hair wearing a

black shirt and. dark denim jeans. Ofc. Romero estimated the subject had been 25-30 yards
A away from his police unit when he fired at him from the alley. Ofc. Romero did not fire any of his

weapons during this incident.

Thé interview ended at 0405 hrs.

'A'few moments after the initial interview ended, Ofc. Romero said he wanted to add something
" to his statement. Det. Cobb went back on the record at 0408 hrs to hear the additional

information. Once back on the record, Ofc. Romero told us had a loose rifle round in his
uniform pants pocket from when he unloaded his patrol rifle once the incident had stabilized.

This interview ended at 0410 hrs.

Disposition:
This report will be forwarded to Det. Cobb for his case book.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. S. WEDDLE, OFC. D. MACIAS OFC E ROMERO

Q=Det. R. Cobb."
Q1=Det. R. Wheeler
A=0fc. S. Weddle
A1=0fc, D. Macias |
A2=0fc: E. Romem,”

All right. This is, uh, Detective (Rick) Cobb. 1t is, uh, February 24, 2015,
approximately 3:52 am. This s an interview with Officer (Edwin) Romero
regarding Riverside Police Case Number P as in Paul 15028755. Um, we can
go around the room' and_everybody introduce themselves, please.

(Saku Ether) with, um RPOA ‘a'tt'omey Um, I’'m here representing, um, all of

~the ofﬁcers 1nvolved 1nclud1ng Officer Romero.

(J ohn Brannan) R1vers1de District Attorney’s Office.

Detectlve (Rlck) Wheeler Riverside PD

,f"}:,;,jAll right, Thank you. And, (Soku), you wanted to give a statement before we

got started“’

e do Um, as I’ve indicated in the prior interviews. Officer Romero is here,
" um, pursuant to policy 4.8, which requires him to cooperate with this

investigation, provide a statement, and so he’s here to answer your questions,
as required.

Thank you. Okay. Um, Officer Romero, what, uh, what were you working
tonight? What was your call sign?

Charles, C20.
And do you recall what unit you were driving?
3507.

And were you, um, by yourself tonight, or did you have a partner?
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By myself.

Okay. Um, yeah. I see now, for the record, you’re wearing a Riverside Police’
Department Uniform. You have your (Sam Brown) belt on, and the works Is
that exactly what you were wearing toni ght when this 1n01dent 0ccurred'7

And this hat.

And a h- - and a hat with the - it’s a baseball cap It s black w1th the words,
“Police,” written in, uh, gold on the front. Qkay. Um, like we’ve stated before,
Officer Romero, just kind of take us from the beginning when you first heard
the call come out regardmg this 1n01dent and what your actions were after that.

Um, [ actually wasn’ tdlspatched to the call. Uh Ofﬁcer Weddle and Macias
were dispatched, and [ heard the: circumstanées over the air. So, I self-initiated
myself. [ put a551st to as51st them and I started driving over there.

Okay What happened when you got to the area?

Um when I got near the ared; I was about, uh, (Grove) and (Pleasant), I heard

"shots fired come out on the radio by Officer Weddle. Um, I continued driving
= 1o the addres.s on (Prospect) and I saw that their car was out there. Um, right

about:when' T came up by their car is when they had said that the suspect was

r:fﬂéeing‘jnorthboun,d .
Okay And what did you do after that?

Um, I was going to - my thought was that I was going to go on (Park), and the

next street north, which was (Pleasant) to see if the suspect would, uh, go

“s.down - or continue going northbound through the yard, but, uh, I then heard a
*. - a loud bang come from the alley area, which is, uh, between (Pleasant) and

(Prospect).

Okay. What kind - w-when you heard that bang, what did you think it was?

A gun - like a shotgun blast.

Okay. What did you do when you heard that shotgun blast?

Uh, I slowed my unit down to see if I could hear any more shots b- - or after. I
didn’t hear anything else. Um, and I was going to drive down the alley ‘cause
that’s where I heard the shot come from, and I was confronted by the s- - the

suspect in the alley.

And a- - describe to me how you were confronted by him.
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Um, when I - when I broke the plain of that - there’s a fence there, um, to
drive into the alley, I saw the suspect, so I stopped my car. Um, and he
pointed his shotgun at me. Um, and he shot - he shet towards me. I don’t .
know if he hit anything, but he shot towards me. Um, I saw the'muzzle ﬂash
Um, I ducked down right af- - 1mmed1ately after Um, and Ttook out my riffle
out of the unit. i, ot o,

Okay. When he shot at you did he ﬁreone tlmeatyou‘?
Yeah. g o

And this fs while y°“f?~‘3'{ﬁ,i'c’>oking F‘,i:f?ctlj}‘at the SHSpectV
Yes. %

Okay. And you ducked down‘7 Did you back up at all, or did you just duck
down’7 ‘ : ,

I just*ducked dkon.iy"The car wa‘s"’k élready in park. So, I just ducked down. Um,

~J.grabbed r_ryly‘,irui"ﬂé'and I g-got some cover behind my engine block.

Okay So’y,‘""ybu - when the suspect shot at you, were you still sitting in the car?

Yes
,T'{;,ijkay So you ducked down kind of like in-in b-
Well

. In between the center console?

It was kind of like a duck and jump out of the car at the same t- - at the same
time type of deal. Like, I was...

So...

...ducking while getting out of the car.

So, you - okay - so, I’'m sorry. You actually ducked towards the driver’s door?
Yeah.

Okay. And you open the door and you started to get out of the car?
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Yeah.
Okay. And then at that point you pulled out your rifle?
Yeah.

And when you say ‘rifle’, is that your shotgun or your AR—IS rlﬂe if you - if
you carry one?

The AR-15.

Okay. Is that in one of th_e; uh - uh, holsters” |

Yes. - { :

Brackets rightfhefe? To the r1ght,nexttotheshotgun‘7

Yes. ¢

Okay So you grabbedthat andyou actually got out of the car?
K Yes S &

Andyou "‘tor(’)k up. cover next to your engine block?
Okay Tell me what happened after that?

N Urh, I looked up over the engine block and I saw the suspect jumping a fence,
* I believe it was a chain link fence. Um, so I - because I - I could see that he

was going north through the fence, or through that yard, I, uh, I ran to the first
palm tree. That - I think it was a palm tree there on the sidewalk of (Park)
Street, to get some cover. You want me to keep going?

Okay. Yeah, please. Continue.

Okay. Um, as I was going to that first palm tree, I heard the - I don’t know if it
was the suspect, but I heard a shotgun rack. I’'m pretty familiar with the way
that sounds.

A shotgun rack?

Yeah.
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Somebody racking a shotgun? Okay.

Yeah, somebody racking a shotgun. Um, and I remember - I remember it
specifically because it reminded me to rack the round in my, uh, AR-15, so,
um, I ran from that palm to, I think, it was another palm tree that I was Just a
little bit north of trying to parallel, um, the suspect as he was going north.
‘Cause I couldn’t - I didn’t have the - a visual on him at that time. Um, and
then when I got to the second palm tree-or-or hght pole I heard:some fences
rustling near the north perimeter of'that house, uim,.so I pied: the - pied around
the corner and I saw the suspect Tun across the street, kmd of diagonally,
and... 5, ; ,

What street is that?
(Pleasant) Street. o
That’s (Pleasant)‘7 Okay

Yeah. He was runmng ina hke northeast direction, so I ¢~ - I figured he was
going to keep trylng to jump fences north, but he kind of stayed on the

~sidewalk, was cutting in and out of the - between the cars, um, I was chasing
“ “the guy, which he probably had a good 40 yards in front of me. Um, didn’t say

anything to him ‘catse I was trying get out on the radio that I was there ‘cause

fnobody knew I was there. I hadn’t put myself 97. ‘Cause obviously I got shot

at,

‘Mm-hm.

Uyrri,t'@but there was some radio traffic on the air, so I couldn’t say anything on

_+the radio, um, until I-] lost sight of him, um, when h-he headed back in a like
" southeast direction towards the south end of the-the street there. I lost sight of

him, maybe like on the second house in from the corner. So, at that time, the -
the airtime freed up. [ was able to put out the address I was at, and that’s
where I last saw him and...

Okay.

...the units showed up right after that.

Okay. Just real quick. When you - when you were chasing after him and you
saw him while he was running, did you see him with a shotgun in his hand?

Could you tell?

I - I - after he-he jumped - a-after he came out from behind the house, I did
not see the shotgun anymore.
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Okay. All right. I just want to kind of take you back to the beginning then.
Um, you - did you - you heard the original call come out r1ght‘7 Do you
remember what the original call was? i

Um, I believe it was either a 415 verbal or.a boy/ g1rl type of call.

And did you hear anything in the radlo trafﬁc about a shot bemg ﬁred"
Yes.

Okay. So, then you knew that at least uh there was a p0531bly a gun
somewhere in this 1n01dent correct‘7 ;

Yes. ;
Okay. And as you re pulllng up -1 Just wont to be clear - you’re on (Park)
Avenue‘7 ' % ; i
’, On (Grove).
5 You re on (Gro‘ve)‘7
kYeah k |

kOkay. When you were actually shot, you were on (Grove)?

No. When I was shot I was on (Park). I thought you meant like when I was
getting there.

. I apologize.
Okay.
You’re right, that was - that was a little unclear on my part. So, when you -
when you’re on (Park), and you’re getting ready to go into that alley, you’re
actually nose into the alley...

Yeah.

...and you said you’re at a threshold of the fence, is at that the - kind of the
property line of the first set of residences off the sidewalk?

Yeah.
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271 Q: Okay. And you’re right there? You’re-you’re - you were already put in - you
272 said you were in park. Is that correct?
273
274 A2 Well, when...
275
276  Q: Or you put the...
278  A2: When I got shot at it was all like one f'r"riotion is to ‘get-get out of the car and
279 throw the car in park. a\ N &
281 Q: Okay. So, were you technically still driving in'when you saw the suspect?
282 s y_- N
283 A2 Yes.
284 O% o £
285 Q: Okay. And when he shot at you were you still moving?
287 A2 No.
289  Q: Okay. You were stopped, but... /"
d A2: ~Yeah.
293 Q: «+. ..justyourfoot on the brake and the car is not in park?
294 RSN 7% U i
295 A2 Yeah.
296 &% P 3N
297 Q" ... Okay. Um, could you tell at all if your car had been hit when you were shot?
2984, B, B
200 A2 T L cbuldnt
301 _/((Crosstalk)) .
302 o
303 A2: I couldn’t tell.
305 Qi ' Okay. Did you hear - it might’ve been hard, ‘cause your - you’re in your car.
306 v Did you hear this guy yelling at you, or yelling anything?
30740 %
308 A2: Didn’t say anything to me.
309
310 Q: Okay. Just all of a sudden he’s - and when you pulled in was it spontaneous
311 that you see him right away and then immediately he’s got the shotgun
312 pointed at you?

3
A2: Yeah.

315
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Okay. Did any time elapse at all?
None.

Okay. So, you had no choice - you had no chance to back up? You hadfio "
chance to do anything? He just 1mmed1ate1y shot at you and at the sametime
you threw the car into park and we - in the same motxon were you trylng to get
out of the car? - &

Yeah.
Okay. Um, now when you got your rifle out, and you said you took up a
position at your, uh, um; ‘the front of your car, is’ that when you saw him start

to run off?

Yeah, I-I saw;,'ﬁim imm- - | sawhlm hit,thé':fénce, like he jumped over the
fence, urr_l,;"byetween that'ﬁrst and that,se(‘:ond house.

Okay. Did you shoot at him at all?”

No

Okay: Atany time during this incident, did you ever fire at y- - either one of
your weapons?_ -

Okay: And then, I just want to be clear, you s- - he took off in a northerly

direction over the fences, right?

. Yeah.

And you said you paralleled? Did you continue on (Park)?
Yeah.

Okay. And you - when did you, again, put eyes on him? When did you
observe him again? When you were still on (Park)? Or...

It was - the house like a ch- - a small, chain link fence, so when I was - when I
got passed the phys- - the house portion, I-I’'m able to h- - I had like a

diagonal on - of (Pleasant) there. So, I saw him running across the street.

Okay. Now, we’re on (Pleasant) and he’s running kind of northeast you said?
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Yeah.
Okay. Is he running right in the middle of the street‘7 Oris he on the 31dewalk‘7

No, he-he ran from one s- - like from the s1dewalk ina northeast dlrecuon to
the other sidewalk on the north side of the street '

Okay. And he’s - you said he was ab,o'tit40 yards mfront of you? )
Yeah.

Okay. Um, and how long d1d you chase h1m before you l- - ended up losing
sight of him? G &

I’d say maybe 500 feet Approxtmately

Okay. All rtght At any tlme does he ever say anything? Is he turning around
lookmg at you? Is he t

No.’

“Okay. And just for the"reeerd, you were - you’re driving, uh, one of the new

police Ford Explorers?

Yes -

It’s bla”ck;and white, and it’s got the, uh, red and blue lights on top?

Yes.

. Did you have any of your emergency - emergency lights on at all?

No.

Okay. Did you just have your headlights on?
Yes.

Okay. How about your spotlight?

I don’t recall if I turned it on.

Um, got anything while I’'m thinking?

Do you remember the, uh, the guy that pointed the shotgun at you? Do - can
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you describe him at all?

He’s a Hispanic male with dark hair. Um, he’s weanng a-a black shirt, and 4 j' ;;
dark denim jeans. ; 1 o

Okay. When he pointed the, uh, shotgun at: you can you descrlbe how he did
that? 7

Yeah, he pretty much - he brought =T don’t remémber him bfinging it up to
his like face, though, but he brought it up in front of him, He was holding,
just-just the way that we would normally carry “his - the ‘master grip, his hand
under the forearm, the fore end and ' ,

Okay.
And his trlgger ﬁnger on the trlgger obv10usly

And normally when we. ﬁre the shotgun we put it up to our shoulder and look
down the 31ghts 1S that what he was doing? Or was it more below that plain of

,, SIght‘7

I think 1t Was more below that point, but ’'m - I’m not too sure, honestly.

Like it=itall happened so fast that as soon as I heard the blast and saw th-the

gmuzzle bang, I Just got out of the - I ducked down.
And no questlon in your mind that, that gun was pointed at you?
: No,,the're"s no - there’s no question in my mind.

; 'Okay. Okay. That’s all I got.

Yeah. Um, how - how far away do you think the suspect was from the front of
your car?

I’d say he was at least the length of a - of a house or I’d say approximately 25
or 30 yards.

Okay. And again, he just fired one shot, correct?
Yes.
Okay. Uh, you know, I think that basically covers it. I can’t think of anything

else, unless you think there’s something that we might’ve, uh, neglected to ask
you?
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Okay. If that’s the case, I’'m going to go ahead and conclude the interview. It’ S

approximately 4:05 am

The transcript has been reviewed with the audio recordmg submltted and 1t is an accurate

transcription.
Signed

et
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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. E, ROMERO
Q=Det. R. Cobb. :
Q1=Woman -
A=0fc. E' Romero g k’ y .

Rollin’ again?
I’'m on.
Okay. We’ re back on the record This.isa contlnumg interview with Officer

Romero. Tt is approx1mately, uh, 4:08'am. Uh, real quick it was brought up
that w uh, after you pulled out your AR 15 rifle that you, uh, might have

’racked a round and ejected an actual live round. Is the right?

3 Yes.

Can you t- tell melywhyere that happened.

Um, it happened after everything had settled down. I walked all the way back
,fi;__"to my unit which is right there on (Park) at the alley. Um, and I took out the

mag’a‘ziane' ‘and I racked out the live round that wa- I had racked in previously
into the chamber. Um, it fell onto the - I can’t remember if it was the ground

-or-the seat but none the less, I - I threw the - the magazine back into the well
«and I picked up the - the live round and threw it in my pocket.

Okay. So you were - you were just doing it to clear your weapon after the - the
- basically the whole incident had concluded?

Yes.

Is that correct?

Yes.

Okay. You weren’t - you didn’t do this while you were in foot pursuit or

anything like that? You just did it to clear your weapon to put it back into the
car?
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Yes.

Okay. And were you carryin’ a 20 round a 30 round mag?
30 round. > |
Okay. And currently the - it’s in your car st111 ”- the AR15 ?

Yes.

xR xR 2

Okay. That - that - [ think that clears it up. Okay r m gonna go ahead and
conclude the interview. It s.now about 4 10 am. !

The transcript has been rev1ewed Wlth the audio recordlng submltted and it is an accurate

transcription.
Signed 0@/ oS / / f
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